
 

TRIANGULAR  
BOUND BUTTONHOLES 

 
DETERMINE “BUTTONHOLE LENGTH”: 
 
 
BUTTON DIAMETER + BUTTON THICKNESS + 1/8” TO 1/4” FOR EASE = 

BUTTONHOLE LENGTH 
 
 
DETERMINE BASE WIDTH 
 
 
DRAW BUTTONHOLE ON PAPER 
⇐ 
 
 
 
CUT OPEN AND 
TEST FIT 
BUTTON 

                                                                ⇒ 
 
 
FUSE INTERFACING TO WRONG SIDE OF 
GARMENT 

 
 
 
 
MACHINE BASTE CENTER PLACEMENT 
LINE AND END LINES 
 
 
ADD TWO ROWS OF STITCHING 
PARALLEL TO PLACEMENT LINE TO 
INDICATE WIDTH OF BASE 
⇐ 
 
USE CHALK, PENCIL, OR MARKER TO 
DRAW TRIANGLE FOR BUTTONHOLE 
 
 
 



 

CHOOSE BUTTONHOLE FABRIC “PATCH” 
 
ULTRASUEDE “FACILE” OR “LIGHT” 
WORKS WELL WITH HANDWOVENS 
 
FOR EACH BUTTONHOLE, CUT A “PATCH” 
ON THE STRAIGHT GRAIN 2 “ LONGER 
THAN BUTTONHOLE LENGTH AND 4 TIMES 
THE BASE WIDTH 
 
⇐ 
 
MARK “PATCH” CENTER AND ENDS WITH 
CHALK 
 
 
 
 

WITH RIGHT SIDES TOGETHER 
CENTER A “PATCH” OVER MACHINE 
BASTED MARKINGS ON GARMENT 
MATCHING CENTERS AND ENDS                                                     
                                                              ⇒ 
MACHINE BASTE ALONG CENTER 
PLACEMENT LINE BEGINNING AND 
ENDING WELL BEYOND END LINES 
 

 
 
 
 
 
⇐ 
FROM THE WRONG SIDE OF 
GARMENT (INTERFACING SIDE UP) 
STITCH EXACTLY IN THE MARKED 
TRIANGLE USING SMALL STITCHES 
(20/INCH)                 
 
BEGIN AND END ON A LONG EDGE, 
PIVOTING WITH A TINY DIAGONAL 
STITCH ACROSS ENDS 
 
REMOVE CENTER LINE BASTING 
 
 



 

SLASH BUTTONHOLE “PATCH” FROM OUTER 
EDGE TO EACH POINT OF STITCHED 
TRIANGLE 
 
THEN SLASH GARMENT AND “PATCH” ALONG 
CENTER LINE STOPPING ¼” FROM BASE 
 
⇐ 
 
CLIP TO EACH CORNER OF BASE 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
TURN BASE OF PATCH TO WRONG SIDE 
AND PRESS 
                                                     ⇒ 
 
 
 
 
PRESS EACH REMAINING SECTION OF 
“PATCH” TOWARD SLIT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
NOW TURN REMAINING SECTIONS 
OF “PATCH” TO WRONG SIDE OF 
GARMENT, WRAPPING AROUND 
TRIANGULAR SEAM ALLOWANCES 
CREATED BY SLASH 
 
⇐ 
 
THIS CREATES THE BUTTONHOLE 
“LIPS” 
 



 

 
 
 
 
PRESS FROM THE RIGHT SIDE 
MAKING SURE LIPS ARE EVEN 
 
 
FROM RIGHT SIDE STITCH IN 
DITCH BEGINNING AT BASE 
CORNER AND ENDING AT POINT 
ON EACH SIDE 
 
⇐ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TO SECURE BASE, FOLD GARMENT 
BACK ON ITSELF AND STITCH 
THROUGH ALL LAYERS OF BASE JUST 
INSIDE PREVIOUS STITCHING 
 
                                                      ⇒ 
 
TRIM AWAY EXCESS PATCH 
 
 
REMOVE ALL BASTING THREAD 
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